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Happy Christmas and a good New Year  

to all our friends and supporters at home and abroad. 
If you would like to send someone a Christmas present with a difference,  

please see the suggestion on page 3. 
 

Once again, our Indian partner organisations, CRUSADE, GAWDESY and the ISLAND Trust have worked hard to 
achieve and surpass the targets we set when we planned the projects that ended this year. Special thanks to 
Jothi Ramalingam who has been researching, monitoring and developing our projects, helping visitors and 
undertaking many other tasks for us since Tamwed was launched in 2005. None of our work would be possible 
without the generous support from our supporters and the organisations listed on page 3. 
 

We have revised our programme based on local need and the amount of funds we are able to raise as a 
relatively small organisation, supported completely in the UK by volunteers. We will be working with two 
partners as we start 2015, GAWDESY and the ISLAND Trust, on projects dealing with the health and welfare of 
tribal and other marginalised people as well as climate change and environmental issues. Before a new project 
is launched we negotiate a business plan with our partner which then provides reports on progress.  
 
Colin and Maria Terry have raised over £2,000 from doing jobs 
for cash and donations as well as sponsorship from trekking 
between schools in the Nilgiri Hills. At each school they talked 
with the children about health issues and the importance of a 
good diet. All funds raised will support a new project managed 
by the ISLAND Trust with the help of trained health workers 
from the villages where support is most needed. Colin and 
Maria have written a report on their visit which can be seen on 
our website at www.tamwed.org with a form for donations. 
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Visitors to some of the schools were welcomed with songs and dances. Havoor School received letters 
from children from Calstock Primary School in Cornwall with whom they are linking. 

http://www.tamwed.org/
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We will continue to work with our partner GAWDESY 
on health and environmental issues such as climate 
change during 2015. GAWDESY is a small organisation 
which is desperately short of funds for work with 
thousands of people living in isolated rural areas. Like 
the ISLAND Trust, they will be encouraging families to 
grow medicinal and culinary herbs as well as fruit and 
vegetables with the help of a plant nursery (left). This 
leads to a more varied and improved diet as well as 
less reliance on expensive, western-type medicines. 
Health workers refer to clinics and hospitals those who 
are identified as needing specialist treatment.  

We are hoping to start selling organic tea and coffee as 
well as spices, greetings cards and other items 
produced in the Nilgiri Hills. Any profit from sales in the 
UK will add to local project budgets. Farmers are 
increasingly concerned about wild animals such as 
elephants destroying their crops as food becomes 
scarce due to the loss of forest habitat and climate 
change. They are tempted into growing single 
subsidised crops or even giving up farming for 
labouring jobs. These farmers have diversified into 
creating brooms from what they call broom grass 
which they sell for Rs30 (30p) each to market traders.  

We held a very successful Indian Breakfast in Calstock 
Village Hall which raised a staggering total of £950 to 
add to the health project budget. We like this sort of 
event which not only raises funds but gives us a 
chance to explain what we and our partners do. 
Tamar Travellers is a monthly meeting of people with 
stories to tell from travels at home and abroad which 
also raises funds for Tamwed. 

‘More than 400 million people in India still live in poverty, accounting for one third of the world’s poor. 
Almost 70% of India’s population lives in rural areas with about 26% living in poverty. Some 20 million rural 
households are reported to be landless, while millions more have insecure rights to their land. Agricultural 
wage earners, smallholder farmers and casual workers in the non-farm sector constitute the bulk of poor 
rural people. Within these categories, women and tribal communities are the most deprived.’  
(Rural Poverty in India, IFAD 2014)  
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Please pass this newsletter on to family or friends that might be interested.  
 

Tamwed is a Registered Charity Number 1113533l and can claim Gift Aid on donations from UK tax-payers. 
 

Contact us at +44 (0)1822 832897   info@tamwed.org     www.tamwed.org    

Our thanks to the people from: Nomads (www.nomadsclothing.com),  
Artists Project Earth (www.apeuk.org)  

and Osborne Samuel Ltd (www.osbornesamuel.com) 
who part-funded our projects during 2014. 

A CHRISTMAS PRESENT WITH A DIFFERENCE 
 

  
 

You could give a present of 6 months’ (£12) or a year’s (£24) travel costs. We would send you a blank, 
original, Indian greetings card with a voucher. Email us at info@tamwed.org and it will be arranged! 

 
  

 

£2 pays for the cost of transport for a month for a trained 
Community Health Worker (CHW) like one of these women 
from GAWDESY. Each lives in one of the villages where they 
work but need help with transport to training sessions, 
meetings and site visits across a wide area. They set up 
awareness-raising programmes on issues such as health and 
hygiene while identifying those who need specialist treatment. 
Our CHWs also advise on the setting up of family gardens for 
growing medicinal and culinary herbs as well as fruit and 
vegetables that add to a diet often based on rice and dhal.   

Women’s Self Help Groups supported 
by local NGOs are the backbone of 
much community development work in 
India. Collectively, they organise 
savings schemes, training programmes 
and even distribute trees (left) while 
raising awareness about climate 
change. 
 

WEBSITES AND GIVING 
Apart from information about events and projects, our website now has an easy-to-use section for 
donations using PayPal with a Gift Aid form. We really appreciate standing orders! If you would like 

your contribution to support a particular project or item please let us know. 
Tamwed: www.tamwed.org 

GAWDESY: www.gawdesy.org 
ISLAND Trust: www.islandtrust.org 
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